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FOR RELEASE AFTER 8 a.m. Thursday, September 11
United Way Campaign Kicks Off with Day of Caring 
 Nearly 500 attend “Breakfast of Champions” 
Youngstown – The 2008 United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley Campaign and community-wide Day of Caring kicked off with a “Breakfast of Champions” event held Thursday morning at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall.  Close to 500 United Way volunteers and community leaders attended the event where Buzz Pishkur, President of Aqua Ohio and  of Chairman of the 2008 Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way Campaign introduced his campaign cabinet and announced that early Pacesetter campaigns and advance gifts had already generated $352,547 or 12% of the $2,900,000 campaign goal.  
Pishkur said, “I want to thank the members of my campaign cabinet and the entire team of campaign volunteers and company coordinators for their dedication and commitment to United Way and to our community.”  “Through the Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way, people from the Mahoning Valley join together to raise and distribute funds to address key issues and make a difference in the lives of thousands of individuals in our community,” he added.  
Pishkur introduced the members of his campaign cabinet, who will lead the team of campaign volunteers:
Campaign Vice-chair



John Donahoe, GM Lordstown Complex

Campaign Co-chair




Ted Schmidt, National City

Pacesetter Chair




Rick Stevens, Charter One
Business and Industry Co-Chairs


Al Sauline, Aqua Ohio








Bob Bachinger, Compco Industries








Bob Wollet, National City

Building and Construction Co-Chairs

Don Crane, Western Reserve Building Trades 







Council 







Jim Pitzer, Chase Bank

Finance Chair




Joe Fanto, National City








Pete Asimakopoulos, First National Bank

Business II Division Co-chairs


Ken Goldsboro, Huntington Bank
Breen Bannon, Huntington Bank
Major Industrial Co-Chairs



Karen Eusanio, UAW 1112








Cheryl Parsons, UAW 1714

Tom Mock,GM Lordstown Complex
Labor Division




Larry Fauver, AFL-CIO Council








Bill Padisak, AFL-CIO Council

Health Care Co-Chairs



George Perry, Belmont Pines
Michael Cicchillo, Forum Health 


Professional Division Co-chairs


Dr. Tim and Stephanie Hunter

Atty. Alan Wenger

Public Service Division



Dr. Betty Jo Licata, YSU 







Atty. Robyn Gallitto, Boardman Township 

Leadership Club Co-chairs
Bonnie Burdman, Jewish Community Relations Council 








Scott Schulick, Butler Wick







Jim Greene, Compco Industries

Public Relations Co-Chairs 


Madonna Pinkard, WFMJ/WBCB









Christine Shelton, YSU




Bob Hannon, United Way President and Chief Professional Officer, thanked the volunteers in attendance for their support of United Way and for their participation in the 11th   annual Day of Caring.  Hannon said, “All of you, our volunteers, our donors, our funded agencies are champions not only for our United Way, but, through your financial support, hard work, and dedication, are champions for our community.”  Following the breakfast, 450 volunteers from 53 local businesses completed service projects at 42 different locations throughout the community.  
Rick Steven, Charter One Bank Vice-president and Chairman of the Pacesetter Committee reported the results for the companies that have run early campaigns.  Stevens reported that although a number of the early campaigns were still in progress, $352,547 has been raised from early corporate and employee gifts, foundations, and leadership gifts.  The Pacesetter portion of the campaign, made up of organizations who have a strong history of support and agree to run an early campaign to “set the pace” for the general campaign,  started on July 30th , and consisted of 60 businesses, schools, and other organizations.  Stevens recognized the following companies for achieving a minimum increase of 10% in their total employee or corporate contributions:







Altronic, Inc.






+10%




Fireline, Inc.






+44%




Lamar Outdoor Advertising




+34%




Mahoning County Educational Service Center 

+21%




Youngstown Area Goodwill Industries


+13%

Stevens thanked the Pacesetter Committee which consisted of Darlene Boerio, Becky Greenwood, Andy Inboden, Karen Luke, and Amy Reed all of Charter One, along with Joe Caruso, Burdman Group, and Duane Piccirilli, Help Hotline.
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