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United Way Champions Among Us Dinner and Golf Outing Set for August 5th and 6th 
Two-time Heisman Trophy Winner Archie Griffin Guest Speaker
Boardman – United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley’s “Champions Among Us” dinner and silent auction will be held at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, August 5 at Mr. Anthony’s in Boardman.  Former Ohio State University football great, and two-time Heisman Trophy winner will present the keynote address.  In addition to Griffin’s inspirational presentation, “The Three D’s of Success,” the event will feature both a silent and live auction featuring autographed sports memorabilia, tickets, gift certificates, and more.  The 19th annual United Way golf outing will be held the next day at Youngstown Country Club.  The golf outing will begin with a continental breakfast at 7:30.  The scramble format event will begin at 9 a.m. and conclude with cocktails, hors d’ouvres and presentation of prizes.  Each golfer will receive an OSU “Buckeye Tradition” print by local artist Ray Simon and personally autographed by Archie Griffin.  Reservations for both events can be made by contacting the United Way office at 330-746-8494.  Corporate sponsorships are available.  

“We are thrilled to have Archie Griffin as our special guest,” said Buzz Pishkur, Aqua Ohio president and United Way 2008  Campaign Chairman.  “Community response has been outstanding,” Pishkur added.  Tickets are $50 per person for the dinner and reservations are required.  Tickets will not be available at the door.

“This is our third Champions Among Us event,” said JoAnn Stock, United Way director of marketing and resource development.   The first Champions Among Us event featured Rocky Bleier, former Vietnam Veteran and Pittsburgh Steeler Super Bowl champion.  Last year’s event featured former YSU and current Ohio State University football coach Jim Tressel.  “We hope to make this an annual event, with the focus being on how each of us, working together and doing what we can, can be champions for our community,” she said. 

 About Griffin:
Archie Griffin, member of the College National Football Foundation Hall of Fame, Rose Bowl Hall of Fame, The Ohio State University Sports Hall of Fame, and the Columbus Public Schools Hall of Fame, has won virtually all the top honors any single athlete could win in college football.

Griffin is the only two time winner of the prestigious Heisman Trophy, symbolic of “The Outstanding College Football Player of the Country.”  He was a three time All American in 1973, 74 and 75.  He was named “Most Valuable Football Player in the Big Ten” for two straight years, thereby becoming only the second athlete in history to accomplish this feat.  He was named “College Football Player of the Year” by both United Press International and by the Sporting News.

Griffin broke nearly all the Ohio State rushing records.  He set national marks and Big Ten marks, both for a single season and for a career.  He also holds another rare distinction.  He was named Captain of the 1974 Ohio State football team and his teammates renamed him to Captain of the 1975 Buckeyes.

In 1975, Griffin was a recipient of the NCAA’s Top Five Award.  The latter is the top honor an undergraduate can receive and is based on a combination of athletic skill, academic accomplishment, leadership and character.  Graduating a quarter early, Griffin earned his college degree in industrial relations.

In 1976, he was a firstround draft choice of the Cincinnati Bengals, served as co-captain and played with that franchise for eight years.  As a professional, Archie continued his illustrious football career by ranking among the top NFL rushers with a 4.1 yards per carry average.  He also commanded respect throughout the league as a very adept pass receiver.

Archie Griffin returned to his alma mater in March 1984.  He later accepted the position of Special Assistant to the Director of Athletics in June of 1985.  In July of 1987, he was named Assistant Director of Athletics.  In April of 1994, he was named Associate Director of Athletics.  His duties included overseeing 16 sports.  In January of 2004, Archie became President of The Ohio State University Alumni Association.

In addition to his administrative role, Archie does quite a bit of public speaking.  He has created an extremely well received presentation entitled, “The 3 D’s of Success.”  It includes stories and illustrations from his times with Woody Hayes, as well as input from his high school days and his present day activities.  It is a very inspiring presentation.   

###

