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September 5, 2008
MEDIA ALERT
“Breakfast of Champions” will be held to kick off the 11th Annual United Way Day of Caring and Community-wide Fundraising Drive
Nearly 500 volunteers will demonstrate “what a difference a day can make”

Youngstown – The 11th  annual Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way “Day of Caring”  and community –wide fundraising campaign will kick –off with a “Breakfast of Champions” to be held at 8 a.m. on Thursday, September 11th  at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall.  At the breakfast, Bob Hannon will be introduced as the new President and Chief Professional Officer of United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley.  Following the breakfast, over 450 volunteers from 54 area businesses will complete service projects at 42 different locations throughout the community.
The United Way “Day of Caring” is an annual community-wide service project in which area companies participate by completing tasks, odd jobs, and organizing activities for local non-profit agencies.  Projects consist of painting, cleaning, home repairs, serving meals, and participating in activities and field trips.   

Buzz Pishkur, President of Aqua Ohio and volunteer Chairman of the 2008 Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way campaign, said “Not only does the Day of Caring help local non-profit agencies to complete much-needed tasks, but it provides our volunteers with an opportunity to see first-hand how these agencies work to meet the needs of the community.”
“Day of Caring emphasizes the importance of volunteerism…volunteers are vital to the success of our agencies…and to the success of our United Way.” said JoAnn Stock, United Way Director of Marketing and Resource Development.  “With nearly 500 volunteers scheduled to participate, this year is going to be our largest Day of Caring yet,” she added.
The United Way “Day of Caring” not only serves as a community-wide day of hands-on volunteering, it also serves as the start of the annual community-wide United Way campaign.  
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