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May 2, 2008
MEDIA ALERT
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive

Kick-off Media Event

Monday, May 5, 2008
9 a.m.

Downtown Youngstown Post Office
Main Lobby

Guest Speaker – Congressman Tim Ryan
Letter Carrier’s food drive set for May 10th 
Nation’s Largest One-day effort to “Stamp Out Hunger”

Youngstown - The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) will hold the 16th  annual NALC National Food Drive to “Stamp Out Hunger” on Saturday, May 10th with letter carriers collecting food donations as they deliver mail along their postal routes.  Donations from postal customers will be collected by nearly 1,500 local branches of the 300,000-member postal union, involving over 10,000 cities and towns across the country.  Locally, the event will be conducted throughout Mahoning, Trumbull and Columbiana counties by NALC Branch 385.  All food collected within the tri-county area will be distributed to local food banks including Second Harvest Foodbank, Gleaners Foodbank, Salvation Army, and St. Vincent DePaul, as well as numerous area food pantries.  
Participating in the drive is easy.  Area residents are asked to leave non-perishable food donations in a bag near their mailbox on Saturday, May 10 before the arrival of their letter carrier.  These food items will be picked up by the letter carriers during their regular route.  The food products will then be divided among local food pantries.  This project is coordinated locally by Letter Carriers Branch 385, the Postal Service, Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way, and AFL-CIO Community Services.  

The NALC Food Drive, held annually on the second Saturday in May, has emerged as the largest one-day food drive in the nation.  Last year 70.7 million pounds of food was collected nationally.  Locally, 169,802 pounds of food was collected in 2007.  Since the event’s inception 15 years ago, 2,100,902 pounds (1,050 tons) of food has been collected locally.  Nationally, the event has collected over 70 million pounds of food in the past 15 years.  
Over 120 million postcards, sponsored by the Campbell Soup Company and the U.S. Postal Service, are being mailed to postal customers to remind them of the drive.  The postcards feature a cartoon by “Family Circus” artist Bil Keane.  In addition, Valpak direct marketing systems will promote the drive on more than 44 million envelope packets.  
This drive provides local food banks, pantries and shelters with food donations from postal customers at a critical time of the year and makes a crucial difference in the lives of thousands of hungry children and adults during the summer months. 
Joining Campbell Soup, the Postal Service and Valpak as major supporters are United Way of America and local United Ways, and America’s Second Harvest.
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