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FOR RELEASE ON JULY 30, 2008
United Way Kicks-Off Pacesetter Campaign

Hopes to Raise $1,000,000 by September 11th 
Boardman – The United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley announced the beginning of the Pacesetter segment of the annual campaign at an event held Wednesday morning at the Holiday Inn, Boardman. The Pacesetter Division is comprised of 60 companies and organizations that have a strong history of support for United Way and who agree to run an early campaign to set the pace for the General Campaign which kicks off on September 11th.       

The Pacesetter Division consists of 32 local businesses and area schools as well as all 28 United Way agencies.  The Pacesetter organizations for the 2008 Campaign are:

· Aim NationaLease

· Altronic, Inc.

· American Red Cross – Mahoning Chapter

· Aqua Ohio, Inc.

· Associated Neighborhood Centers

· Austintown Local Schools

· Belmont Pines Hospital

· Big Brothers/Big Sisters

· Boys and Girls Club of Youngstown

· Boy Scouts – Greater Western Reserve Council

· Burdman Group, Inc.

· Butler Wick & Company, Inc.

· Canfield Local Schools

· Catholic Charities Regional Agency

· Community Corporation

· Community Legal Aid Services

· Compco Industries

· Family Service Agency

· Fireline, Inc.

· First Place Bank

· Girl Scouts – Lake to River Council

· General Extrusions

· Goodwill Industries

· Greenwood Chevrolet

· Help Hotline Crisis Center, Inc.

· Hill, Barth & King, LLC

· Home Savings and Loan Company

· Huntington Bank

· Hynes Industries

· Interfaith Home Maintenance

· Jackson Milton Local Schools

· Jewish Community Center 

· Jewish Family Services

· Lamar 

· Mahoning County Career and Technical Center

· Mahoning County Council for Retarded Citizens

· Mahoning County Educational Service Center

· Masonry Materials Plus

· National City

· Neighborhood Ministries

· Neil Kennedy Recovery Clinic

· OCCHA

· Packer Thomas

· Poland Schools

· Potential Development Program

· Salvation Army

· Sam’s Club

· Second Harvest Foodbank

· Seven Seventeen Credit Union

· Stancorp

· South Range Schools

· Struthers Local Schools

· Sweeney Buick Pontiac GMC and Chevrolet

· Trumbull Industries

· United Methodist Community Center

· United Parcel Service

· Visiting Nurse Association

· Volunteer Services Agency

· WalMart  - Austintown

· WalMart - Boardman

· YMCA

· Youngstown Hearing and Speech

· Youngstown State University

· Yurchyk & Davis

· YWCA

These organizations run an early campaign to “set the pace” for the General Campaign which will kick-off with the community-wide Day of Caring on September 11th.  The Pacesetter organizations have set goals to increase both corporate and employee giving by 10% with an overall goal for the division of $852,000.  With the results from the Pacesetter companies along with advance Leadership and foundation gifts, United Way hopes to have $1,000,000 raised by the general campaign kick-off on September 11th.  
Thanks to the Pacesetter Committee which consists of; Chair, Rick Stevens, Charter One Bank, and committee members; Darlene Boerio, Rebecca Greenwood, Andy Inboden, Karen Luke and Amy Reed, all of  Charter One Bank; Joe Caruso, Burdman Group, Inc., and Duane Piccirilli of Help Hotline.  Walter J. “Buzz” Pishkur, President of Aqua Ohio is the 2008 United Way Campaign Chairman.
Plans are underway for the general campaign which will kick-off on Tuesday, September 11th with the community-wide Day of Caring, when hundreds of volunteers from businesses throughout the community will complete service projects at United Way agencies.   Each year, local employees, corporations, small businesses, labor, organizations and individuals contribute valuable resources to our community through our annual campaign.  United Way provides a way for people to work together to make the Mahoning Valley a better place for all of us.   To find out how you can help, download a registration form from the United Way website www.ymvunitedway.org, or contact the United Way at 330-746-8494. 
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